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Marine Care Ricketts Point (MCRP) is the organisation which protects and educates about the Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary at 

Beaumaris.  We formed in January 2003, two months after the Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary came into effect. Our inaugural 

President, Bob Whiteway, OAM, was largely responsible for the Victorian Government declaring the area a Marine Park.   

http://www.marinecare.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/MarineCareRickettsPoint


2 
 

 

Index 

Our Organisation                 Page 3  

Membership (including a tribute to Bob Whiteway) 

Finance   

Website  

Social media presence  

E Newsletter 

Grants  

 

Our Programs         Page 10 

Snorkelling  

Beach Patrol 3193 

Citizen Science   

Speaker Evenings   

Social Events    

 

Our Policy Actions        Page 26 

Building relationships with stakeholders   

Summary of Activities  

Reporting Offences in the Sanctuary  

 

 

 

Annex A:  MCRP Statement of Purposes              Page 31 

Annex B:  2021 Committee                Page 31  

Annex C:  2021 Annual Financial Statement             Page 32  

 

  



3 
 

Our Organisation  

Membership   

In 2021, there were 358 individuals/families and 80 “friends” on our membership database.  

We had 45 new members (individuals or families) who joined MCRP.   

We currently have 231 financial members. 

In January 2022, all non-financial members were emailed and reminded about renewing their membership. 
They were also asked if they wished to continue or be removed from the database. A “no reply” would 
indicate that they wanted to be removed from the database. There were only 15 members who replied 
and asked to be removed from the database, mainly due to moving away from the area.  

Payment Method 

Trybooking 31 

Direct Debit 94 

Cash  3 

Cheque  2 

Our website provides an easy and very secure way of paying membership fees, by direct transfer or 
Trybooking. 

We are grateful that most members now choose to use these systems. 

No cash or Cheques now: Please note that for some years now, we have not accepted cash, because of the 
additional work for volunteers in handling and recording it.  In addition, we decided from this year to not 
accept cheques, as these also require considerable work for a small number of volunteers.     

As well as maintaining membership records, the membership officer Alison Horton also manages the 
Google-groups mail system. Google-groups is essential for us. It is used by the committee and specific 
identified people for group communication to all members to provide news, updates and notices. A 
separate group “Friends of Marine Care Ricketts Point” consists of key members of environmental groups, 
government departments and organisations who only receive emails about key events. 

Our Constitution provides that membership runs from 1 February to 31 January each year.  It provides for 
annual membership only.  If a member does not renew their membership by 1 April each year, they 
become unfinancial.   

Vale Bob Whiteway OAM 12 September 2021  

Sadly, our inaugural MCRP President, Bob Whiteway, OAM, passed away in September 2021.   

Bob had been unwell for some time.  Despite his frailty over the last few years, he continued to regularly 

attend Marine Care Ricketts Point events.  
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He and his family attended our January 2021 birthday get-together to celebrate his and a few other long-

time members birthdays, all of which fell around the end of January.  

Bob last attended our annual Winter Snorkel, held on 20 June 2021 this year.   

Bob was a special person.   

He conducted his role as a citizen, geography teacher and environmentalist, with honour, humour, and 

compassion for all creatures, great and small. 

Warm, friendly and humble, Bob was a geography teacher at Beaumaris High School for many years, and 

gave his students a great love of, and passion for, this unique environment.  He taught them about marine 

life on the beach itself – something many of his students still fondly remember.  

It is because of Bob that we now have the Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary.  

He was the person who fought for Ricketts Point to become a Marine Sanctuary, to protect this area.  It 

was a hard fight over many years to have the area included in the series of marine sanctuaries declared by 

the State Government in 2002.  You can read more about this and Bob at our website at 

https://marinecare.org.au/ricketts-point-marine-sanctury/.  All Victorians owe him a great debt of 

gratitude for his foresight and resilience in preserving this precious area.   

        
Bob and Beth at Ricketts Winter solstice snorkel, June 2021           Bob on the beach at the Winter solstice snorkel, June 2021   

Bob was also a founding and long-time member in 1994 of the Victorian Branch of Sustainable Population 
Australia (SPA) (then known as Australians for an Ecologically Sustainable Population). He was also 
President of that association on two separate occasions.   

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarinecare.org.au%2Fricketts-point-marine-sanctury%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfdfab7f514a840a263e108d976a5c8eb%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637671276755171916%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FFS0kzn%2BY9TKBJFJHdIfymKJFnmzJbhtCQH7xLcGn9Q%3D&reserved=0
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In 2013 Bob was awarded an OAM for services to conservation and the environment, an honour that could 
not have been more richly deserved.   

We wrote to Bayside Council in September 2021 requesting that they find a suitable way to honour Bob, 

which they are considering in consultation with his family.  

Finance  

Our Treasurer, Fiona Dick, took over in 2019 and has continued to do an outstanding job, despite running a 
very busy business full-time, and looking after two small children, including a baby.      

We continue to have well-managed, prudent financial policies.  A copy of the certified 2021 financial 
statement is at Annex C.  We sincerely thank the auditor, Mr Iaan Dick, who provided his services pro bono.  

Please note our apparent increase in funds this year is a result of the Coastcare grant, the majority of  
which has not yet been fully expended.  

We have eliminated all cash memberships This has been a big help to us in reducing administrative 
workload and error.   We have also decided to eliminate from 2022 all cheque payments for the same 
reason.  Members are now paying membership fees by direct debit or Trybooking, and this seems to have 
been well received.    

MCRP website   

MCRP would like to thank Phil Badger who has helped MCRP to update the current website, format the 

content and give it a very new clean look. Phil has added a new online membership form that is mailed 

directly from the website application to info@marinecare.org.au . We have had to add an additional note 

that payment is also required for membership after we received over 10 applications without payment. 

The individuals were all contacted, some chose to join and others chose not to respond.  

Alison Horton continues to add content and posts to the website. She is working on uploading our marine 

speaker evening recordings to YouTube so that members who missed the excellent talks can access them 

via a link on the website. 

We continue to get excellent feedback on the coverage and usefulness of our site, including from 

government agencies.  

Our web address is http://marinecare.org.au. 

 

Social Media   

Social media is now vital for all community groups in providing real-time information about what’s 

happening, where and when. We use it extensively as it complements the more comprehensive, long-term 

information found on our website.  

 

mailto:info@marinecare.org.au
http://marinecare.org.au/
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Facebook  

Alison Horton continues to maintain and update our MCRP, Ricketts Point Sanctuary Supporters and 3193 

Beach Patrol Facebook pages with information about both our activities and general marine items of 

interest.  We thank her for the help in this area.    

The new work has significantly increased the reach of our Facebook page, and we have an ever-growing 

number of followers. We now have over 1332 following MCRP and 496 following Beach Patrol 3193.  

Our Facebook page allows all members to quickly communicate relevant events, comments, news stories 

and videos relevant to MCRP and marine and climate issues.  

Our top postings were the ones about the illegal fishing with the video of the Fisheries raid, the sad death 

of Bob Whiteway, photos of the reef and fish from our Saturday snorkels, photos shared to us by other 

members, MCRP speaker evenings, speeding jet skis and our special artist member Steffie Wallace . 

We encourage you to share your posts of the Sanctuary and our events on-line.   It’s easy, just go to 

https://www.facebook.com/MarineCareRickettsPoint/ and 

https://www.facebook.com/3193RickettsPointBeachPatrol. 

Graphs to show MCRP Facebook activity from Jan 21-Dec 21  

Members’ e-Newsletter   

The President, Beth Jensen, now edits our members e-Newsletter.   

These are sent out quarterly where possible, with lots of photos.   

We continue to have people send in lots of photos and information.  This is really appreciated, and please 

continue. Send them to  elizabethjejensen@outllook.com    

The newsletter has received many positive comments from members and other stakeholders, as well as 

corrections to some information – these are also greatly appreciated – I don’t always get it right, so happy 

to have corrections!    

 

Grants   

Coastcare Marine Urchin Cull Grant  

In 2021, for the first time, we applied for and were successful in receiving a Coastcare grant, for which we 

are very grateful.   

The southern end of Sanctuary and Beaumaris Bay have been under attack from an overabundance of sea 

urchins, which cause barrens (effectively sea deserts) which strip the area of all macralgae, and ultimately 

all other marine life which depend on a healthy ecosystem.   

Overabundant sea urchins are moving as far north as Teahouse reef.    

https://www.facebook.com/MarineCareRickettsPoint/
https://www.facebook.com/3193RickettsPointBeachPatrol
mailto:elizabethjejensen@outllook.com
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The grant will run for 18 months, and we are partnering with Parks Victoria to trail culling by snorkel, diving 

and commercial divers. 

We are starting the culls at Teahouse Reef, to stop the invasion moving further north into the Sanctuary.   

Enjoy the photos below of the project so far.   

 
A sea urchin barren at Table Rock, Ricketts Point  

 
A healthy native Ecklonia radiata at Teahouse Reef, Ricketts Point, which we are preserving from overabundant sea urchins 
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The Urchin cull in February 2022  

 
Ellie and Shaun prepared the kayak while others organised the yellow diver floats and got used to their culling poles  

 

 
Ellie crewed the kayak, laying out the urchin cull grid. 
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Culling poles in action 

Snapper and others on a feeding frenzy of urchins during the cull  
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Our Programs  

Snorkelling Program  

Our Saturday morning summer snorkelling season runs from mid-November to end March each year.  It 

has been least affected by Covid of all our programs.   

Since Covid, many more people are interested in snorkelling.  Our snorkelling program is a major attraction 

to new members and contributes to an understanding and appreciation of our Sanctuary. We have up to 

20+ attendees at most snorkelling events, and are now regularly having over 30 people turn up.  

Being a La Nina year, there has been a lot of rain and wind so far this season, and some snorkels have had 

to be cancelled due to the weather, but most have been able to proceed. 

 

David Langmead continued as coordinator of the program for the summer season 2021-22, for the eighth 

year. David will retire from the position at the end of this season, and Ian O’Loughlin will take on the role. 

David has been advising Ian on how to run the program successfully.  

David has made an outstanding contribution to our snorkelling program.  Apart from his knowledge of the 

weather patterns and features of the Sanctuary, he has been particularly responsible for upgrading our 

safety and training issues.  This occurred after Parks Vic advised that it would no longer insure and train our 

snorkellers, a major blow to us several years ago. Given his legal background, David has been able to 

develop standard briefing notes and forms, including our Activity Participation Form.  He has been 

responsible, with Beth, in arranging training and funding for qualified snorkel leaders.  David developed our 

Snorkelling Risk Assessment Matrix which has been praised by Parks Victoria and Coastcare for 

thoroughness, and understanding of the concept and application of risk management.  Safety is now one of 

the major features of our snorkel program.  David will continue as a snorkel leader.  We thank him for his 

invaluable contribution to the snorkel program, and look forward to his further contributions as a snorkel 

leader.  

 
Some of the hardy snorkellers at the first November snorkel in 2021, with David at centre with the yellow float   
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David Langmead, centre, with Peter on left and Matt on right, at the June 2021 winter solstice snorkel  

 

Mick Morley has continued providing and monitoring our roster of snorkel leaders, which is a great help for 

us all. We thank Mick, David, Ian and the other leaders for their support for their work and support.  

Qualified leaders  

We provide training for all our snorkel leaders.  

For safety reasons, we need at least two snorkel leaders at each event, based on the number of people 

attending.  (We work on a rough ratio of 10 snorkellers to one leader.)  

To share the workload around, we ask all snorkel leaders to commit to leading or being the back up for the 

leader for at least 6 sessions per season.  This way the same people don’t end up doing all the work and 

getting burnt out.   

We now have 11 snorkel leaders.  

 

Teaching Newish snorkellers 

In past years, we’ve held around October/November a learning session in a warm pool for snorkelers 

wanting to learn or upgrade their snorkelling skills.  Unfortunately this event was cancelled in 2021 due to 

Covid restrictions. 
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Snorkelling at McGregor Rock 

 
A mysterious mermaid (could it be Amy? – and is that Quinn with the lovely curls?) teaching our next generations about our 

beautiful Sanctuary  
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Winter solstice snorkel June 2021   

We conducted our annual Winter solstice snorkel again this winter.  This is an annual event (conditions 

permitting), and we amazingly had a bright, sunny day, though still very cold! Bob Whiteway was able to 

come down and watch the brave souls who ventured out, and it was lovely to have him there.  

Great Victorian Fish Count  

Our participation in the annual Great Victorian Fish Count (GVFC) is organised by Gayle Kiteley, and was 

held on 27 November 2021.  Thanks to Gayle for her work here.  

We had an excellent turnout and saw many fish species. (Although More fish seem to be around later in 

the season, as the water is warmer.)  

The GVFC is organised annually by the Victorian National Parks Association (VNPA) to collect important 

information on the distribution and relative abundance of some of Victoria’s unique marine life.  This year, 

advertising for the Count and on the T-shirts featured the “Senator Wrasse” (Pictilabrus laticlavius). 

This excellent State-wide citizen science project asks all volunteers around the state to input their data into 

one standard database. It provides an important longitudinal fish data base.  We are the only group to 

have contributed to the Great Victorian Fish Count since its inception 16 years ago.   

 

 
Great Victorian Fishcount 27 November 2021 
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Gayle briefing for the Great Victorian Fish Count 27 Nov 2021  

 
Mick with Abbey, one of our youngest members, enjoying the GVFC day, Nov 2021  
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Snorkellers listen attentively to safety briefing at McGregor Rock, 11 Dec 2021  

 

 
Some of our newer members getting familiar with the Sanctuary  

 

Zoom meetings 

All Victorians are now familiar with Zoom.  Our snorkel leaders take advantage of the new technology to 

hold  Zoom development meetings to prepare for the coming summer season, including sharing 

information, creating a detailed snorkel leaders guide, and providing tips to new leaders.  
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Published Snorkelling Information 

We provide detailed information and tips on snorkelling in Port Phillip Bay and at Ricketts Point on our 

MCRP website.  It reflects both our commitment to safety and to fulfilling our role of educating and 

informing the public about the Sanctuary.  

The information is the best freely-accessed information we’ve seen on snorkelling in Port Phillip Bay.  

We also email members each week (usually Wednesday night) advising of the snorkel location and likely 

conditions for the following Saturday, with links to tide, wind and other information. Updates are sent on 

Fridays, and, sometimes, on Saturday mornings, if conditions change.    

We maintain our Standard Briefing Notes for snorkellers participating in our activities.  This provides 

comprehensive information about snorkelling, including safety information.  The Notes are posted on our 

website and emailed each week with the notice of the forthcoming weekly snorkel during the season. 

David Langmead & Beth Jensen prepared in 2020 a comprehensive snorkel leader guide for MCRP snorkel 

leaders, given the number of new leaders we had just trained, to assist them feel confident in the role.    

Insurance  

MCRP has our own public liability insurance, for leaders and members. We do not, however, provide  

personal injury insurance for participants.  All our snorkelers are required to sign an Activity Participation 

Form each year acknowledging that personal injury insurance is their own responsibility.     

 

  
Another snorkel leader and avid underwater photographer, Mick, at Teahouse Reef  
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Summer By the Sea  

Because of Covid restrictions, Coastcare was obliged to cancel in-person events in January 2021 and 

January 2022.  We therefore did not run our usual 6 events in the middle 2 weeks of January.   We look 

forward to these events being re-commenced in January 2023. 

 

3193 Ricketts Point Beach Patrol    

2021 proved to be another challenging year in the face of COVID, and from August-November we 

unfortunately were unable to hold any cleans. From December onwards, however, they started back up 

again in full swing, and we have loved seeing so many enthusiastic faces old and new each month. It’s also 

fantastic to see lots of little ones showing up with Mum and Dad to connect with the environment, and 

make our beaches cleaner and safer-we have tongs especially for kids, and we encourage everyone to bring 

their families along too!  

 

In December, we made the decision to move the start time for the beach cleans forward by an hour to 

10am. We have already gotten wonderful feedback that this time slot works better for many people, and 

so moving forwards the cleans will remain at this time on the first Saturday of each month. 

 

We are unfortunately seeing plenty of COVID-related waste, with disposable masks now ever-present in 

our collections. We are also still seeing plenty of cigarette butts, bottles, plastic and styrofoam each 

month-however, our wonderful volunteers have done a great job at removing all of this each month, and 

are fastidious in ensuring it all gets collected. We thank you so much for turning up each month and we 

can’t wait to welcome even more of you in 2022! 

 

A massive thank you to Ellie, Scott, Beth and Ali for all the hard work they do in transporting equipment, 

publicizing the cleans and supporting our volunteers. We couldn’t do it without you! 
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Citizen Science  
 
The Covid restrictions throughout 2021 meant that we were not able to undertake our usual 4 intertidal 
monitoring and surveying the biodiversity within the sanctuary with Parks Victoria.  Citizen science is a 
central role of our organisation, and we hope to continue to invest in this important work in 2022.  
 

 
Ian O’Loughlin, Stephanie Way, and Elizabeth Jensen braving the strong winds for PV’s ‘Summer’ Sea Search Monitoring Feb 2020 

 

Members’ Speaker Evenings  
 

If you have ideas for future speakers, have heard an interesting speaker or want to present yourself, 

please let the committee know!  

  

Covid 2021 

Covid and the subsequent shutting of Bayside Council facilities, including the Beaumaris Seniors Centre, 

meant that we were unable to hold our usual 6 meetings and speakers events in 2021.   

Everyone is now becoming very familiar with Zoom, and all our speaker evenings were held by Zoom in 

2021.  

Once again, Zoom meetings proved to be a very easy way to conduct a speaker evening – the speaker and 

audience can participate from the comfort of their own home, it saves time, and it allowed us to have one 

speaker from interstate. Many thanks to Ali Horton for organising the Zoom meetings, often in quite 

demanding circumstances. Although it’s nice to catch up over Zoom, the general feeling was that the 

speaker evenings are better when they are in person because it gives us all a chance to catch up with each 
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other, and possibly share something to eat and drink. The other issues with Zoom are that everyone is 

becoming a bit ‘Zoomed out’, and also there are many excellent Zoom presentations being put on by 

various organisations which can be attended by anyone.   

We have therefore decided that in 2022 we will try to run most events in person, but possibly have one or 

two via Zoom in the colder months. We are also looking at reducing the total number of speaker evenings 

from six per year to three or four, due to the difficulty in finding speakers and the amount of work 

involved.   

Our speaker events for 2021 were: 

 

1.      Shannon Hurley: via Zoom (February)  

  Topic:   ‘Saving Westernport Bay's marine environment - the next steps.’   Shannon discussed the 

threat to Westernport’s Ramsar-listed wetlands, from the proposed AGL gas terminal  

         Biography:   Shannon has been a Nature Campaigner with the Victorian National Parks Association for 

the past three years. Prior to this she worked as a marine ranger with Parks Victoria 

 

 

2.   Andrew Christie: via Zoom (April)  

      Topic:  ‘Sharks and Rays’  Andrew gave a most interesting talk on the sharks and rays that are found in 

Port Phillip Bay, particularly around the Point Cooke Marine Sanctuary. 

      Biography:  President, Marine Care Point Cooke. Bachelor of Agriculture & Technology. Lecturer in 

Education & AgriTech at Melbourne Polytechnic 

 

3.  Lindsay Trott: via Zoom from Townsville (June)  

     Topic:  ‘Muddy Mangroves’ Lindsay gave a great presentation on mangroves, pointing out their 

resilience, and the benefits they provide in protecting the coast, as a carbon sync,                                        

and providing habitat for fish and shellfish.  
     Biography: Lindsay worked for 30 years as a marine biologist with the Australian Institute of Marine 

Science at Townsville. He has also spent time in various countries doing aquaculture and mangrove 

research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Emeritus Professor Bette Willis:   via Zoom (August) 

    Topic:  ‘Coral Health in Changing Times’  Bette spoke on the capacity of corals to cope with human-

related activities, and also with climate change.  

A Mangrove flower on one of the 
many species of Mangrove 
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    Biography:  Bette has spent over 40 years studying corals and is a world-renowned authority on coral 

health and diseases. Her research has been recognised in Australia and overseas. She and her teams have 

received numerous awards for their work   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Tania Ireton:  via Zoom (October) 

     Topic:  ‘The Bird Life of Ricketts Point’  Tania spoke with authority on the amazing diversity of bird life 

that is to be found at Ricketts Point, where over 200 species of birds have been recorded. These include 

common local native birds, migratory birds which fly thousands of kilometres each year, regular summer or 

winter migrants, and rare vagrants who may have only be seen on a single occasion   

      Biography:   Tania has been interested in birds from a very young age. She has been president of 

Birdlife Bayside since 1996, and has travelled the world in her search to see different species of birds. She 

has a graduate certificate in Ornithology from Charles Sturt University. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Pied Cormorants are a 
common feature of the rock 
platforms in the Ricketts Point 
Marine Sanctuary 

Bette Willis spoke on the health of 
corals in various coral reefs both in 
Australia and overseas 



22 
 

6.  David Reinhart:  via Zoom (December) 

     Topic:  ‘Underwater photography’  David gave a well-researched and informative talk on marine 

photography. He considered such factors as equipment, possible hazards, lighting and getting the most 

from a subject (often, but not always a fish). 

     Biography:  David has been scuba diving for about forty-five years, and has been taking underwater 

photographs for the last fifteen. He has dived at a variety of areas in Victoria, NSW and Queensland, along 

with many tropical locations including Fiji, Vanuatu, Indonesia, The Philippines, The Maldives, and the 

Solomon Islands.  

   

          

                

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Weedy Seadragon as 
photographed by David Reinhart 
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Social Events   

After the long hard lockdowns we had endured over 2021, we were able in December 2021 to resume our 

annual end of year/Christmas bbq, which is always a great turnout.    

43 people turned up on a beautiful December Saturday to enjoy the sunshine, good company, and 

wonderful food prepared by our chefs and organisers of many years standing  - Gayle and Jinty – with their 

helpers Liz and Alison.  Special thanks to them all.   

Everyone was so happy to be out in the fresh air and sunshine, talking with people they hadn’t seen in a 

long time.  

Enjoy the photographs below of this wonderful December 2021 event.   

 

 
Setting up for the Dec 2021  bbq – including our MCRP 3193 Beach Patrol members  
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Jinty, Gayle, Liz and Alison – the great bbq committee  

 
Some of the happy group at the bbq  
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More of the 43 people who attended our December 2021 bbq  
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Planned 20th Sanctuary and MCRP Anniversary Celebrations – Nov 2022  

The Sanctuary came into existence on 16 November 2022, along with the 10 other Sanctuaries set up by 

the Victorian Government.  Marine Care Ricketts Point was formed two months later to support the 

Sanctuary.   

We started preparing for the 20th anniversary of both the Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary in 2021, and 

have booked a venue (the Beaumaris Life Saving Club), established a sub-committee, talked with Parks 

Victoria about the concept, and are now looking at obtaining grants to run the event.     

Our Policy actions   

Building relationships with stakeholders  

In the last few years we have made a conscious decision to be very active on the policy front, and in 

extending our relationships with key stakeholders, both at government and non-government levels.   

We are always seeking feedback from members on our advocacy role, as it’s important that we reflect 

members’ views. There has been a discernible shift over the last couple of years in members wanting our 

organisation to advocate to government on several wider issues including waste, plastics, and climate 

change matters generally.  This has been borne out by consistent member feedback, including at our 

regular Members Speaker Forums.   

We provide members with information about relevant public forums, and of campaigns asking you to 

support matters we see as core issues (such as banning single-use plastics).    

We are members of the following umbrella not-for profit organisations: 

• Bayside Emergency Climate Action Network (BECAN) 

• Port Phillip EcoCentre, St Kilda  

• Protectors of Public Lands Victoria Inc (PPLV)  

• Victorian National Parks Association (VNPA) 
 

We were members of the wider Bayside Environmental Friends Network, but Bayside Council eliminated 

this Network and environmental groups’ regular contact with them in 2019.  We believe there is need and 

scope for on-going Bayside environmental groups’ meeting together with Council in some form to 

articulate concerns.   

New Biodiversity and Foreshore Planning Officer – Bayside Council have advised that this position has 
been filled by Chris Chambers. Council will also be required to develop a Coastal and Marine Management 
Plan (CMMP) and continue to deliver the actions identified within its Foreshore Masterplans. Information  
about this new appointment was provided by his supervisor (?), Paul Gibbs, Open Space Coordinator, Open 

Space, Recreation and Wellbeing Division, 03 9599 4735  M 0451 820 184.  
 

In June 2021 Councillor Clarke Martin initiated discussions with environmental groups including MCRP, 

SFA, BMYS, Friends of Ricketts Point and Friends of Ricketts Point Landside and MESAC on 

extension/improvements of the  pathway from carpark just north of BMYS and opposite old Beaumaris 
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Hotel to BMYS to increase access to beach and BMYS pier for disabled.  All groups opposed the suggestion 

of a further pathway on the basis of safety considerations, but suggested as an alternative that there 

should be increased access to the public pier for disabled from the BMYS. All agreed to support further 

funding for BMYS pier funding, with disabled access for snorkellers/divers. All agreed greater protection of 

fossils was required and that the whole foreshore needed protection and since Covid, as it is being 

overloved.  

 

The suggestion for further built ‘improvements’ to the Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary and foreshore area 

was rejected, as was the proposal to include the Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary under a broad 

overarching Committee of Management including various organisations, which Bayside Council would 

decide.  It was noted that there is already one single Manager of the RPMS, which is Parks Victoria, and 

that this single manager is considered a simple and effective management system.   

 

Matters we raised in 2021 with the State Government or Council through correspondence, meetings or 

public presentations include: 

• We have had very dangerous situations arise where jet skis, travelling at speed, have nearly struck 
our snorkelers.  We oppose jet skis being allowed in any marine sanctuary in Port Phillip Bay.  Our 
submission to the Minister for Fisheries in June 2021, and other submission to the State 
Government supporting the banning of jet skis around swimming beaches, and particularly in the 
Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary (where many divers and snorkelers are active) – have been 
rejected by the State Government.  We are now exploring working with other groups to have this 
issue raised as a matter of high priority, perhaps during the forthcoming Victorian State Election 
due in November 2022;   

• Submission to the Minister for the Environment in May 2021 seeking permanent status for the two 
temporary marine park rangers (one of whom has prime responsibility for RPMS) was rewarded by 
advice that these rangers would now become permanent.  Congratulations to the Victorian 
Government for recognizing the importance of these roles;  

• Submission to the State government supporting a cash for cans scheme and advocating for a 
‘circular economy’ – the State Government has agreed to this and is developing a scheme to come 
into effect by 2023;  

• Submission to Bayside Council supporting the proposal to ban smoking on all Bayside Council 
foreshore and cliffs, including car parks - a community engagement survey showed 69% of 
respondents agreed to this proposal – we await Council’s decision;  

• Being an active member of the BECAN subgroup which worked regularly with Council Officers to 
develop Council’s  Bayside Environmental Action Plan, which was unanimously endorsed in august 
2020 by Council;   

• Continuing to advocate for Council to develop a strong Urban Forrest Strategy in Bayside, based on 
the City of Melbourne’s Strategy, and for the retention of established trees and tree canopy to help 
mitigate the effects of climate change, which significantly help mitigate the local temperature 
effects of climate change.  (Including, unsuccessfully, Margaret’s tree – which was cut down to 
build an extended sports pavilion at Beaumaris). Bayside Council held further consultations on 5 
June 2021 by Zoom.  Chris Sutton & David Langmead represented MCRP.   

• Small Wetland area at Sandringham Golf Course – Bayside Council has a commitment in its 
Climate Emergency Action Plan (CEAP) to develop water saving strategies and wetlands prior to 
entering drains.  In early July, 2021, Michelle Bentley from Cheltenham Love our Streets and I met 
with Cr Jo Samuel-King and Mayor Laurie Evans, to see if we could get a small wetland established 
at the Sandringham Gold Course following large new building works at the site, flowing into a 
current local drain.  Council and the Gold Course have agreed to this.    
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• A very comprehensive Submission to Parliamentary Enquiry into ecosystem decline and threatened 
species in Victoria was submitted.  A major theme was that the significantly increasingly population 
of Victoria since the early 2000s had resulted in major pressures on ecosystems.  Other 
organisations submitted similar concerns to the committee.  We were invited to give an oral 
presentation to the Committee.  We were represented by Fiona Bell, Vice President of Protectors 
of Public Land (a co-signatory to the submission) at our hearing on 17 June 2021. Unfortunately, 
the final written report by the Parliamentary Committee made no mention at all of population 
issues, despite several submissions referring to this.   

 

Threats to the Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary  

Since Covid, we’ve seen a large increase in people discovering our local Bayside attractions, especially the 

Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary.   This includes both land and water visitors.  

Because the Sanctuary is in a very accessible, metropolitan area, it is subject to various threats.   

Firstly, the problems of being ‘overloved’ – people and dogs walk regularly on the unique rock shelves, 

unwittingly damaging the fragile ecosystem that lives there, dogs trample sea grasses and chase sea birds 

which use the Sanctuary as a stop-over point along the beach and off the reefs, fisher people fish illegally, 

and we have marine pests (including the Northern Pacific Sea Star and the Asian Shore Crab) that invade 

the Sanctuary.   

Our Sanctuary is a ‘no-take’ zone – meaning that nobody can take anything from the Sanctuary – shells, 

seaweed, fish or other marine life.  Or even marine pests like the Northern Pacific Sea Star.  

Poaching, speeding by jet skis and motor craft, and other offences in the Sanctuary seem to be on the rise.   

Much illegal fishing occurs initially in October and November, during the snapper season, and then runs on 

throughout the summer season.   

Fisheries have established a local station at Braeside, with modern equipment including jet skis and drones, 

to help combat illegal fishing.  We are hopeful this will help control the problem of illegal fishing.  
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As part of our commitment to education, we’ve prominently featured where and how to report offences 

on the home page of our website. We have emailed our members to remind them to report offences, and 

to provide photographs and videos.    

The reason for this is two-fold – to ensure that we help catch offenders, and to ensure that Fisheries has a 

record of these offences, so they can build a picture of what is happening.  

We urge people to continue to phone 13FISH if they see people illegally taking fish, abalone or other 

marine life from the Sanctuary.  This is essential to ensure VFA continues to take an interest in the 

Sanctuary.  Please try to get photos or videos of the boat registration, or car registration, if you safely can.  

Do not approach people.   

Please remember, it is really important that you report all illegal fishing to Fisheries on 13FISH – phone in 

24/7. 

 

Our Previous AGM – April 2021  

 

 
Our AGM, at Beaumaris Seniors Centre, was our only in-person meeting in 2021, due to Covid restrictions. We were all required to 

socially distance.    
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Thank you all  

Firstly, many thanks to all, Committee members and others, who contributed to this report.  

The 2021 Committee of MCRP has worked co-operatively and very effectively in bringing you, we hope, the 

wide range of experiences that you all enjoy.  I don’t know of any other purely-volunteer organisation of 

our size which provides so many activities for its members, on such a small budget.  It has been a privilege 

to work with people with so many talents, and who are dedicated to the good of members and the 

environment.   

I thank them for all their work and support.   

Finally, many thanks to all members for your volunteering and active participation in our organisation.  

Please keep your ideas and comments coming.  We do take them seriously.   

Elizabeth Jensen 

President 

March 2022   
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Annex A 

 

Marine Care - Ricketts Point Inc 
 

Statement of Purposes 
 
 
1. To foster species diversity conservation of the Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary through: 
 
  a)  the regeneration of the once abundant plant and animal life of the sanctuary, 
  b)  the protection and preservation of the natural environment of the sanctuary,  
       its features and its indigenous flora and fauna, 
  c)  the educating and informing of the community about the role and values of the sanctuary, 
  d)  community involvement in and enjoyment of the sanctuary in accordance with the above aims, 
  e)  the advancement of knowledge of marine life and its environment. 
 
2. To establish and maintain a public fund to be named Marine Care Fund, for the specific purpose of 
supporting the environmental objects/purposes of the Association. 
 

 

 

Annex B 

 

MCRP Committee of Management – 2021 

President           Elizabeth Jensen  

                            (email elizabethjjensen@outlook.com; m 0419 354 998) 

Treasurer           Fiona Dick   

Secretary           Anna Daniels  

                            (email anna.daniels16@gmail.com; m 0402 209 497) 

Membership Officer  Alison Horton     

Other committee members: 

David Hall  

Greg Mier  

Ian O’Loughlin  

Val Royale 

 

 

mailto:elizabethjjensen@outlook.com
mailto:anna.daniels16@gmail.com
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Annex C 
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