
 
MCRP E-NEWSLETTER  MARCH 2020 

 

Folks, 

 

We’ve had a very big summer program, with both our own activities and working 

with other groups.  

Many thanks to all of you who have volunteered, including all our newly-trained 

snorkel leaders, our Beach Patrol leaders and helpers, our volunteers at our speaker 

events, and the work our committee has done.  

Our January Summer by the Sea Activities were, of course, again a great success, 

and our volunteers worked hard on them.  

However, since early March it has become obvious that Australia will not escape the 

COVID 19 virus sweeping the world.  As we all know, the COVID 19 virus has 

changed plans for all of us as a community. 

Many of our partners, including Parks Victoria and Bayside City Council, have 

needed to make the sensible decision and stop all non-essential activities.  These 

include using our Beaumaris Seniors Centre, and stopping non-essential Parks 

Victoria Activities.  

Here at MCRP we are no different. Sadly, we’ve had to: 

● cancel our last two snorkels of the season; 

● cancel our monthly Beach Patrols until further notice; 

● suspend our bi-monthly Speakers Evenings for an unknown period, until we 

get advice from the government that we can proceed with meetings, and 

Bayside Council re-opens its Seniors Centre at Beaumaris; 

● cancel our regular Sea Searches with Parks Victoria; 

● we will need to hold our AGM, planned for 7.30pm 16 April, by Zoom 

● depending on the health situation, we may not be able to hold our winter 

solstice snorkel on Saturday 20 June 9am (remember, the winter solstice is 

21 June, the shortest day of the year). 

I know this is disappointing for a lot of our members, but it is important that we 

keep our families and our community safe and well during this difficult time.  

The government recommends the most important way to do this is by practicing 

social distancing (at least 1.5m from other people); regularly washing your hands 
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and practicing good hygiene; limiting the number of people you interact with 

face-to-face, and do not go out unless absolutely necessary.  Further details are at: 

https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health

-alert/what-you-need-to-know-about-coronavirus-covid-19 

At the same time, as a community, we need to look after each other now more than 

ever. If you know of any MCRP members who need particular help, please let me or 

one of the committee know. 

We will be keeping you up to date with our regular emails, newsletters, our Website 

http://marinecare.org.au/ and our Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/MarineCareRickettsPoint/  

Remember also, that you can keep in touch with each other on our Facebook page. 

Beth Jensen  

MCRP President  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

End of Snorkel Season BBQ: 

It’s been very tricky season weather and COVID-19 wise! 2019/20 Snorkel season: 13 

cancelled, 7 snorkels undertaken (8 if you count Mt Martha!), and our traditional end of 

season BBQ cancelled. 

 

AGM April / Speaker evening  

We will be holding our AGM on Thursday 16 April.  Due to the COVID-19 crisis we have sent 

out separate details on how you may use Zoom, an internet based conferencing site if you 

wish to join us. It will be a very quick meeting. 

Topic: Marine Care Ricketts Point Zoom Meeting on Apr 16, 2020 19:30 Australia/Melbourne 

Join Zoom Meeting   https://zoom.us/j/728231375 Meeting ID: 728 231 375 
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Recent Events 

 

First Aid Training 

We worked with Coastcare to set up a First Aid Training Day to give our members and other 

groups associated with Bayside Environmental Friends Network the opportunity to upgrade 

their first aid skills. Several of our members took part in this important activity on the 1st of 

December 2019.  

Membership Renewals: 
Many thanks to all those who have now started to renew their membership online. This has 

saved us as volunteers a great deal of time, as we do not have to spend time reconciling 

cash and cheques.  

 

Great Victorian Fish Count 

Twenty MCRP members and volunteers joined in with the 2019 Victorian National Parks 

Association Great Victorian Fish Count on 23 November 2019. 

Nine members also attended the inaugural Birdrock, Mt Martha fish count on the 15th Feb 

2020, with a pot-luck style lunch hosted by Peter and Fran Dedrick afterwards.  

A very big thank you to Gayle Kitely for being our organiser for both of these events! 

 

 

Image left: MCRP members gathered for the Great Victorian Fish Count, November 2019  

 

Image right: Thank you to Peter and Fran Dedrick for hosting our members post snorkel 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Annual Christmas BBQ 

 

The weather was perfect for our MCRP Christmas party on Saturday 7th December.. Sunny, 

21° and very little wind. We had a great crowd there – about 60 people – coming and going 

between 11.30am and 2pm. 

 

 

Image: Chef’s extraordinaire Jinty and Gayle with Nicole and Sharon 

 

Image: Terry and Beth with Sandringham MP Brad Roswell 

 

 



 

Gayle and Jinty put on a spectacular culinary display – we are very lucky to have them do 

all the hard work for this event. Thanks also to Val, who created and supplied the Christmas 

decorations, and to Scott, who supplied chairs, tables and gazebo. 

 

Both the Mayor of Bayside, Clarke Martin, and local Sandringham MP Brad Rowswell, took 

time out of their busy schedules to stop by. 

 

 

February Speaker Evening:  Zoe Ellen Britten - Valuing Aboriginal Traditional 

Knowledge and the Future of Seaweed in Australia.  

 

Around the world, seaweed production has grown exponentially over the past decade and 

eyes are turning to Australia's expansive coastline for the development of a unique seaweed 

aquaculture industry.  With many of our local seaweed species exclusive to Australia, Zoe 

spoke about how Indigenous Traditional Knowledge can not only provide insight into 

potential uses, but highlights how community collaboration can lead to innovative industry 

opportunities.  

 

 

 

 

 

Summer by the Sea 

MCRP offered a number of activities for CoastCare Victoria’s January 2020 Summer by the 

Sea program 

- our usual coastal photography workshop led by Robert Gardiner - 7 attendees. We 

received rave reviews following the event, with high praise for Robert and his exceptional 

knowledge and skills. We are very grateful Robert was again able to volunteer his time for 

this event, thank you Robert! 

- introduction to snorkelling x 2 (however one event cancelled due to weather) - 10 

attendees 

- snorkelling experience (two events, one cancelled due to weather.)  

- and a rockpool ramble and beachcomb led by Amy Stace-Smith with invaluable support 

from Ian O’Loughlin, Sharon Mason and Nicole Zanoni - 35 attendees! 

 

 



 

 

Rock Pool Ramble group, Jan 2020  

 

 

Our Introduction to snorkelling in January - and they’re off and swimming!  

 

Thanks to Bayside CIty council for the use of their event gear (first first aid kits, etc), 

Sharon for her tables and chairs, Beth and David for collecting gear from Dandenong, and 

Coastcare Victoria (DELWP) Phil Wierzbowski’s tireless support of these events. 

 

 

 

 



 

Wild Families 

 

We were pleased to be able to co-host a wonderful Wild Families event “Marine Discovery 

Day at Ricketts Point” with the Victorian National Parks Association (VNPA). Caitlin Griffith, 

Manager of Community Learning and Engagement for VNPA and her team member Emily, 

along with Marine Care Ricketts Point volunteers and members Beth, Ali, Sharon, Nicole, 

Ian, Maddy, Kathy and Amy, and Kim Croker as our birdwatching guide, and the team from 

Dive2U engaged an array of families.  

 

The glorious warm weather this past weekend made a lovely backdrop for our Wild Families 

marine discovery day at Ricketts Point. We discovered pelicans, swans, sea snail eggs, 

crabs, beach treasures washed up on the beach, fiddler rays and many other marine 

creatures. Thanks Marine Care Ricketts Point, Dive2U and all the families who came 

together for such a lovely celebration of this special marine sanctuary. You can join the Wild 

Families mailing list for details on future activities at vnpa.org.au/wild-families 

 

From Caitlin Griffith VNPA: “Thanks so much to everyone at Marine Care Ricketts Point  for 

making yesterday such a wonderful experience for everyone. I’ve been getting some lovely 

feedback from people, including the below:  

 

 

“Hi Caitlin, 

  

I just wanted to say how much we enjoyed the event at Ricketts Point yesterday. The day was very 

well organised and all the volunteers were so lovely and informative. 

We did the Beach Combing and Amy, in particular, was so lovely with my very inquisitive 6yo son! We 

both learned a lot and my son has now decided he wants to be a “beach vet” (Marine Biologist) when 

he grows up! 

  

I hope this event is held again as I can’t wait until the kids are a bit older to the snorkeling too! 

  

Regards, 

Meaghan” 
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Image: Amy doing some marine interpretation on the treasures washed ashore with Sharon and Ian looking on.  

 

 

Image: A wonderful mural created on fabric by participating families, with a coastline and title drawn up by the 

talented Emily from VNPA.  

 

 



 

Intertidal monitoring:  

 

Hardy MCRP volunteers and Parks Vic (PV) rangers braced against the winds to undertake 

the quarterly Sea Search Intertidal Monitoring - ‘Summer’ edition on the 15th February 

2020. 

 

Ricketts Point’s new point person, PV Ranger Daisy Smith and her colleague Toby, had 

actioned some additional feedback from our last survey with Ellen Williams. Larger yellow 

cones with weights and tags allowed more visibly marking of the GPS sites, and clearer 

pages for MID 

and LOW sites, plus the ‘Open Water’ snail species being crossed off the data sheet for ease 

of identification.  

 

 

 

Image: Ian O’Loughlin, Stephanie Way, and Elizabeth Jensen braving the strong winds for the 

‘Summer’ Sea Search Monitoring Feb 2020. 

 



 

 

Image: Our new Ricketts Point Parks Victoria Ranger Daisy Smith, and her colleague Toby with Citizen Science 

coordinator Amy.  

 

Grants and Snorkel Leader Training 

 

We have been fortunate to receive a grant from Bayside Council in 2019 under its 

Environmental Awards to assist us with our snorkelling program- particularly the training of 

more snorkelling leaders and provision of safety equipment such as a replacement float.  

 

This has been of huge benefit to us, as we value safety and ethical behaviour in the 

Sanctuary highly. It also allows us to provide more training in snorkelling to new members, 

and to work with Coastcare to fulfil our ever-popular Summer by the Sea events. 

 

We thank Bayside Council most sincerely. 

 

We chose to engage Watermaarq, based on the Mornington Peninsula, for our snorkel leader 

training in Beaumaris and were very impressed by founder and instructor Marlon Quinn’s 

very professional and highly engaging delivery. On the 17th December 2019, MCRP 

members Toni Roberts, Peter Dibbs and Ian O’Loughlin were trained up, followed just this 

month by  

Susan Carden, Anna Daniels, Sharron Mason and Nicole Zanoni.  

 

 



 

 

Image: Ian, Peter and Toni braving the choppy water for the practical component of their training.  

 

We received some lovely feedback from Marlon at Watermaarq, 

 “Well, what can I say, but what lovely people Toni, Ian and Peter are, I was so impressed 

with how they embraced today's long day of learning. I think participants are really going to 

enjoy their snorkel guided sessions, they bring such personality to the experience as well as 

passion and genuine interest, it's lovely to see and to be a part of. You have a lot to be 

proud of in terms of the demonstrated values, care and wonderment for the local Rickett's 

environment. I think the squad are going to go well.” 

 

Image: Sharon, Nicole and Anna gearing up for an extended open-water training program! 

 



 

 

Image: Marlon Quinn from Watermaarq with MCRP members and students for the day - Nicole, Anna, Sharon and 

Susan. Note our new yellow marker! Purchased with a grant from Bayside Council in 2019 under its Environmental 

Awards.  

 

 

 

 

News 

 

Additional Grants 

In addition, we were lucky to receive small grants from Coastcare and Parks Victoria to help 

us with equipment for our 3193 Ricketts Point Beach Patrol and our rock pool rambles and 

beach rambles, both very popular events with the public. 

 

BECAN 

Beth spoke on behalf of MCRP, and several other local groups, at the Bayside Council 

meeting in December 2019 to urge Councillors to support Bayside Council declaring a 

Climate Emergency, which Councillors unanimously declared.  

 

 



 

 

Spontaneous applause from the packed gallery when Bayside Council declared a Climate Emergency in December 

2019  

 

As a result, various groups formed The Bayside Emergency Climate Action Network (BECAN) 

to develop an action plan with ideas and suggestions for prioritising areas of climate change 

that we can address at a local and national level. We have had very productive meetings 

with Council on this.  The alliance of community groups based in the Bayside local 

government area share a vision of a safe climate for all in a healthy and sustainable 

environment. BECAN represents a broad range of the community across many age groups 

who specialise in various environmental areas.  

  

Our submission comprises ideas and proposals which we as a broad coalition of Bayside 

groups hope to see considered and adopted by the Bayside City Councils into their Bayside 

Climate Emergency Action Plan. It will be posted on our website.  

 

We will be providing further comment once Council develops its own draft Action Plan, which 

it will send out for comment to the whole community in June -July.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dates for upcoming events 

 

16th April - Annual General Meeting 

 

 

 

Feature program 

 

Beach Patrol 3193 Marine Care Ricketts Point 

 

*Monthly Beach Patrol on hold until further notice because of COVID 19* We will let 

you know when the program resumes again.  

 

However, looking back to our December/Christmas beach clean, it was a beautiful day and a 

wonderful way to end the year.  

 

Kate McPherson has been our coordinator for the program up until February. She has landed 

a wonderful role at the Australian Consulate in New York and has now moved there! We 

wish her all the very best. Kate’s last clean was very memorable …. torrential rain at Half 

Moon Bay beach. Thank you to the volunteers who came and managed to pick up hundreds 

of cigarette butts and for the photo we will use for our campaign to ban cigarettes extending 

beyond the beach. 

 

 

Image: Kate McPherson with 3 young helpers in January. 

 



 

 

Beth Jensen, who first set up our Beach Patrol 3193, took over the role again from February 

2020 with help from Ian O’Loughlin, and we had our last patrol in March at Ricketts Point 

near the Life Saving Club, until further notice. See details below.  

 

 

Image: Talking to potential new Beach Patrol members, March 2020 

 


