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Just When You Thought it Was Safe to 

Get Your Wet Suit Out. 

In early Au-

gust we had a 

young man 

find himself  

seriously bit-

ten by small 

creatures,  

during an     

evening stand-

ing in the wa-

ter, for half an 

hour or so, at 

Brighton. “Sea lice’ were blamed  

Anyway, the creatures were small and whatever they 

were, have been previously known to bite, (very rare), 

people who stand still in the water long enough during 

early evening, There is no known treatment or any 

known evidence of long term effect.   

Kim Wright, Ray Lewis, Bert Parker and Virginia Mosk,     

decided that a bit of CITSCI was in order for a more 

rigorous description of the offender. We placed a fish in 

plastic bucket and a slab of red meat in another, dis-

tanced them by 10 metres and on dusk, laid them off 

the North Arm Reef for an hour, We found a number of the 1mm long creatures and Kim 

used high quality microscopy to get the image above.   

Sent to Museum Vic, the image was identified immediately as a myodocopid  ostracod 

(crustacean), and further that it could well be responsible for the injuries seen recently. 

Kim laying a bait box 

Image Kim Wright 
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Our Burrunan Dolphins   
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Many of you will recall the presentation, 

last year,  by Dr Kate Charleton Robb of 

the Marine Mammals Foundation of     

Australia. Her work in indentifying this Bay 

dolphin as unique to us here, has been of 

great value.  

The Leader newspaper carried her work in 

a two page spread in its August 8th ed.      

This was another valued step   forward in 

the public awareness of this unique     

species, and valuing our Bay assets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kate and Nicola Sondemeyer on board the 

MMFA’s  new boat, the Kirby 

While diving in the sanctuary in mid September, Phil Watson had the good fortune to see a 

cormorant appear  beside him.. It also ate a few small things n the surface which may have  

been just released sargassum berries. 



Page 3 

Spring Has Sprung 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above Left ‘Little 

Pete’. He changed 

from neuter to a very 

cocky new male, in 

early August.  

Above a new paring 

of a Rainbow Lorikeet 

and a Scaly Breasted 

Lorikeet building a 

new home just out-

side the Tea House. 

Left:  A male floret 

on our saltbush near 

the BMYS. Red means 

a return to a normal 

weather season 

ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our foreshore wild flowers are magnificent in late winter and early spring. 



Page 4 Issue  56. October 2017 

EclecticEclecticEclectic   

   

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Do you know what this most common species is 

in the Sanctuary? In most brilliant health at the moment. 

Below : A very common sight at Half Moon Bay. The 

reefs  just to the west of the car park have become a 

bird watchers paradise at times.  

Add in the wreck of the Cerberus, the majestic Red Bluff 

and the White Cliffs, and any nature photographer worth 

their salt, will have spent time here. 

Above from Murray Orr, ‘The 

Sentinel’ a rocky outcrop on 

the Mentone Cliffs 



Social 

Hazel Stanworth and Beth Jensen  at the Black Rock 

House monthly market on a wet and windy Sun-

day,6th August..   

They were staffing our combined Marine Care 

Ricketts Point and BP 3193 (Beach cCean) stall to 

support the launch of Boomerang Bags Bayside.   

It also proved to be a good opportunity to talk to lo-

cal people about what we do, and make our       

presence known. 

Some new members registrations ensued. 

 

On September  the 1st  four of us, (MCRP and MESAC), attended Government House for the 

annual Victorian Landcare Awards. We spent some time with the Coastcare winners ’Friends 

of Beware Reef’.  It was wonderful to see an 8 yo schoolgirl stand up and take an award on-

behalf of 

her school.  

Shown 

here:, Don 

Love, John 

Errens, 

Beth    

Jensen, 

David 

Langmead, 

Mike      

Irvine, 

Betty & 

Ray Lewis 

 

 
 

 

Our Saturday coffee sessions 

continue to provide a ‘catch 

up’ opportunity for us, during 

the off snorkelling  season. 

Most times the table simply 

isn't big enough.... 



This and That 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone asks this is why we haven't got wet  so far  

this season, take a look here at the  disabled ramp in 

the sanctuary, in mid August! 

Below:  MCRP members and friends made up 

half of the  oyster and mussel collector plate 

build team, in Mid September. This build is 

part of the TNC and Seasearch Port Phillip 

Bay, shellfish conservation project. 

Kade and Bert hard at it. Bert drilled 

some 500 holes in the settlement plates 

Part of the build team of of nine volunteers led by 

Kade od Seasearch. 

Peter and Kim beginning the build 

to their design 

Ray on the hammer drill 

There are many Bayside, (and in fact bay wide),  citizen science and general                 

environmental activities, that would not be possible without our very strong MCRP and  

MESAC volunteer base.  

Turn up to our meetings, (details mailed regularly to all members and friends), socialise 

and find out what’s happening that you might like to be part of. For instance we are  

planning a half day or so training session for people who might wish to gather enough  

local environmental knowhow, to take small public Summer by the Seas sessions  over 

the Christmas holiday period. (More on this to come via email) 



Marine Care 

Ricketts Point 

President. Beth Jensen 

dlangmea@bigpond.net.au 

0419 354 998  
Newsletter Editor: Ray Lewis  

ray@lewisfamily.com.au 

Your business t ag lin here . 

Find out more about MCRP. 

Go to  our website . 

www.marinecare.org.au 

…. Next issue  likely December  2017 

EDITORS NOTE 

It seems that we in the seacare sector, still have a 

long way to go to get institutional visibility at the 

level of  our landcare cousins, who benefit most    

disproportionally with grants and more from  our 

environmental institutions.  

In Victoria we own very close to as much ocean as 

we do land. This fact seems to be largely irrelevant 

when one wades  through various environmental-

grant application pre-requirements. 

Time for a review as to the sense and justice of 

this I would think. 

Need a new read? FREE 

magpie book 

From our SA Marine sector friends. 

 FREE download (2.7 MB PDF file).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 100 YO Sandy Beach Café at the      

bottom of Jetty Rd Sandringham, have    

decided to help nature and reduce  pollution 

by providing 50c off every cup of coffee 

poured in to a BYO reusable cup. (They 

also sell such special walkers coffee cups if     

required) . One hopes this initiative will 

spread along other Bayside coffee shops. 

Murray Orr a local fossils enthusiast, is 

establishing a new fossils group so as to 

help educate people and to protect these  

most precious and world important local as-

sets . [Email the editor if you wish to make 

contact with Murray] 

The newly elected  Disabled Divers Assn 

committee. Stewie, Nicky, Bert, Kade, Rose-

mary and Sally. DDA are a close to MCRP . 

Contact the editor for a reference to them. 

http://discoverycircle.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3040d900fc532ffb62e28846&id=9465d2da96&e=2b36095dfe
mailto:ray@lewisfamily.com.au?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20be%20referred%20to%20a%20DDA%20contact%20please

