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Braving the Winter Solstice 

 

Eleven of us, most of whom had not been ‘in’ since the season 

ended, braved the cold water for a defiant ‘bravado‘ dive on 

Saturday the 17th June. Easy for those ‘all season’ Icebergers, 

but an adventure  for the rest of us. We came out elated and 

this being our second year, it is now and annual event. 

http://www.marinecare.org.au


A Young Fur Seal Rescue at Table Rock 
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The Editor was fortunate to be asked to step in for our local wildlife carer Kim Croker, in     

assisting the Zoo’s Marine Response Unit capture a young fur seal that was  found dis-

tressed below Table Rock. These MRU rescues take some considerable patience, skill  and     

knowledge of animal behavior. We have such events occur n the Bay, a few times each 

year. 

With our local knowl-

edge of safe access,   

water depths, contact 

with beachwalkers, 

etc, we at MCRP can 

play a role in such      

recoveries. In  May we 

also had a Pelican with 

strapped legs, and a 

Swan  slowly losing his 

leg to fishing line    

entanglement. 

It was a five hour project 

from the first public calls 

in, until the seals  

recovery. 
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Nemm Notes 

Our volunteer group MCRP inc, 

(Marine Care Ricketts Point), 

are  members of Bayside 

Councils  BEFN, (Bayside     

Environmental Friends       

Network), group.  

Bayside is an active supporter 

of our volunteers and holds an 

annual volunteers afternoon 

tea and guest speaking event. 

Seen here, the May meeting, 

Kim Wright, supported by Peter Dedrick 

spent some months testing an designing 

from scratch, a spat collection plate (See above 

left)  to be used to support the Bay wide resto-

ration of oysters and mussels project being run 

by the The     Nature Conservancy. TNC is a 

world wide environment group.  KIms has been 

very productive exercise as it has now been 

adopted  across the State. 

 

And here from Susan Carden, a lovely image of 

a foraging Cominella lineolata. A very common 

Sanctuary mollusk. 

At a recent meeting of environmental groups, our sanctuary was described as the 

‘most important biodiversity site in Bayside’. This is a credit to all of those who have 

worked so hard over the years to educate our wider community , as to its values.  

Oysters spats on collection plate 
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Nemm Notes 

A number of us were privileged to attend the  dedication ceremony for Ellen Jose. Ellen 

was the famous local artist, sculptress , political and social activist, anarchist (!)  and much 

more, who made for the Boonwurrung Flower in the Tea House gardens.. 

Seen here a few 

of the 200+   

people who     

attended, many 

of whom owed 

Ellen a deep debt 

of gratitude for 

her endless good 

works. 

The Tea House Reef during low tide   during early 

winter. 

This Giant killer Sperm Whales Tooth was found 

by Murray Orr at the Mentone Cliffs. We will soon 

have it and other local fossils on display at the 

BYC. (The whale weighed 40 tonnes, and its  

huge tooth shown, is about 3-5  million years old 
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Isnt this splendid? Its an illus-

tration from the young woman, 

Chris Rockley 

Do contact her (or tell others) if 

you are interested in her    

wonderful work. These 72 dpi 

images do not do her work    

justice. 

Email: chris@chrisrockley.com 

or Ph: 0478 254934  and have 

a look at www.chrisrockley.com 

Above a Crow at Table Rock Reef, pick-

ing open a mussel. It was one of a 

dozen doing so at low tide. And right 

here, a wonderful image of a cranky 

Blue  Ring Octopus. Another  great    

image from John Eichler. 

The Sanctuary is forever full of the un-

expected and beauty. Here right, is a 

Skate, tucked away under the sand. For 

those who don't put their heads under-

water it is centre with its eyes showing 

and its tail touching in to the rocks on 

the right.  

This image from Susan Carden. 

mailto:chris@chrisrockley.com


The Sanctuary  

Our sister group, the Disabled 

Divers  Association, held a    

familiarizing, warmed pool    

session for clients in June.  

 

Here is an image from that 

most successful day. All those 

in the image are disabled. 

 

MCRP has been a supportive 

source of volunteers for DDA 

programmes ever since our late 

Mike Letch formed it, around 

2006 or so. 

 

The now world famous run of 

Spider Crabs at BLairgowrie 

continued in 2017, and here is 

an image of one of them eating 

a sponge. 

And recently too, 

a sighting of a 

Straw Necked Ibis. 

Do get a copy of 

the new Sanctuary 

birds book from 

our committee.  

Image Peter Dedrick 

Here is something rare on rare.  

A white Tosia magnifica.  

The image was taken by  Susan Carden.  

This ‘biscuit star’ has 12 nodules in each 

section as against the more common six. 
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…. Next issue  likely October 2017 

EDITORS NOTE 

32 people 

turned out 

to pick up 

rubbish at 

Half Moon 

Bay. Must 

be close to 

a record 

for us. Sat-

urday the 

3rd June resulted in 14 full bags 40 kilos of mostly 

plastic and cigarette butts. 

[The red flowering salt bush on the home page 

header, tells us  that normal weather seasons 

are back after a two year absence. Hence the 

really chilly winter this time] 

A spectacular dolhin show in Isreal.  

http://bit.ly/1ADjr5v     sent in by Bob Whiteway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earlier in the mailer, we spoke of the rare 

Tosia, but here is a ladybird found on a salt 

bush leaf, by John Eichler in June, that has 

only been seen 7 times since white settle-

ment. Twice by John. There is something for 

everyone in this sanctuary, not only the   

divers. 

On the less happy side, a reminder that 

when we pick up rubbish on our beaches, to 

be careful. This extremely toxic substance   

bottle was recently found on a beach 

cleanup like ours, at Phillip Island. 

Well there you go for the first couple of weeks 

of witer. There are 250 or so of us on member-

ship list now, and we would hope to see every-

one possible at, at least one event per year!  


