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Folks 

I hope you’ve been out enjoying our cooler and wetter summer this year.  The plants and 

our marine and animal life have certainly enjoyed the pleasant change from earlier years.  

Our third severe, short, sharp lockdown in mid-February was an unwelcome shock, forcing 

us to cancel our usual Saturday snorkel. But with vaccines rolling out in all Australian states, 

let’s hope we don’t see any more.    

This newsletter contains lots of information, so I’m keeping it very short. 

Thanks to those who send in your stories and photos, and keep doing so – it’s what makes 

this newsletter.   

Stay safe, stay well.  

 

Elizabeth Jensen  

President 
M 0419 354 998 

E elizabethjjensen@outlook.com 

 

Sea horses – please take care  

There has been a flurry of divers and snorkellers seeking out the seahorses at Ricketts Point, taking 

close-in photos and simply just going in close to see them after detailed information was previously 

posted on Snorkelling Victoria’s Facebook page about them.  This has caused great stress to these 

shy gentle creatures.   

We don’t want to see this situation deteriorate as what’s happened with spider crabs at Blairgowie. 

So MCRP and Snorkelling Victoria have decided to limit information about where seahorses are in 

the Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary.  Information has been taken off both our MCRP Facebook page 

and Snorkelling Victoria’s page. Thanks to all involved in making this unanimous decision.   

Seahorses mate for life.  They are unique in that the male carries the fertilised eggs to maturity and 

gives birth.  They are also on the endangered list around the world, because of human interference 

and harvesting.  See the wonderful videos in this article https://www.treehugger.com/nature-blows-

my-mind-seahorses-are-one-deadliest-creatures-sea-yes-seahorses-4858626 ; and further 

information at https://www.endangeredspeciesinternational.org/seahorse.html.  
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We all want to see our wonderful marine life, but we also have a duty to protect it.  Remember, 

don’t touch marine life or invade their space just to get a better picture.   

 

 

 

Birdrock Fishcount Snorkel 20 February  

Gayle provided the following pics and information: 
 
There were 13 of us who participated in the annual Birdrock snorkel/fishcount.  
It was a very enthusiastic group, and we all really enjoyed the water and the morning tea that followed.  
It was high tide, but really good visibility & many of our fav fish were seen. We were pretty hungry when we 
arrived at the Balcombe estuary reserve for morning tea & all enjoyed chatting about the snorkel.  
It was great reconnecting with friends and also getting to know our new MCRP members.  
A few stayed well into the afternoon.  
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Facebook page - Melbourne Buy Swap Sell Dive Gear 
If you’re looking for second-hand snorkelling gear, check out the above Facebook page.    

 

Planning for a Healthier Bayside  

Bayside Council are developing their next 4 year Bayside Health and Wellbeing Plan and are seeking 

feedback by 14 March 2021.  Go to Planning for a healthier Bayside | Bayside City Council  or Council 

website to have your say.   

 

New Research Warns of Trillion Dollars of Damage to Coastal Assets from Sea Level Rise 

New research for the Andrews government disclosed in January 2021 has warned of the grave risk 

from rising seas along the Victorian coast causing trillions of dollars of damage to homes and other 

assets. The research will add pressure on the government to further restrict development on the 

coast and to start planning for the “retreat” of some low-lying coastal towns.  It will, of course, also 

affect our Port Phillip Bay.  We have yet to see the effects in detail on various areas of the Bay.   

 

Joint Birthday celebration for January Birthday Members  

The annual January birthday celebration tradition continued this year, albeit, sadly, without Peter 

Dedrick, who would have turned 70 in January.  It was a perfect Ricketts Point evening.  Everyone 

brought their own food, drink, chairs and socially distanced. There was a great turnout of older 

members for this long-standing event.   About 25 people attended.   

 

https://www.bayside.vic.gov.au/news/planning-healthier-bayside?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly%20News%20RSS&utm_content=Weekly%20News%20RSS+CID_b31b540ad4c125609a8c01d8e1d93730&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Planning%20for%20a%20healthier%20Bayside
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/victoria-gets-trillion-dollar-bad-news-sea-level-rises-will-swamp-parts-of-the-state-20210122-p56w8h.html
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/victoria-gets-trillion-dollar-bad-news-sea-level-rises-will-swamp-parts-of-the-state-20210122-p56w8h.html
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Fran Dedrick, standing far left, and Bob Whiteway, seated, in blue shirt, our cherished Sanctuary campaigner & inaugural 

President, seated third left. 

 

Barbara Cameron, standing in white sun hat, was the inaugural Secretary of MCRP, while Ray Lewis, seated, was a long-

time President. 

  

 

Smoking at Bayside Beaches  

Council banned smoking on beaches and all of Ricketts Point last year.  It is currently considering 

extending its ban to all of the foreshore of Bayside Council areas.  MCRP has written to Council 

saying we fully support this.  Consistently, our MCRP Beach Patrol 3193 shows that cigarette butts 

are, along with plastics, the greatest litter problem we encounter.  
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Despite Council’s ban on cigarette butts at all of Ricketts Point, there is obviously a big need for 

Council to follow-up to ensure people know about the ban and comply with it.   

At our 6 February beach patrol, we picked up over 830 cigarette butts just around the Beaumaris Life 

Saving Club foreshore area, car parks and beach.     

 

 
Cigarette butts at Ricketts Point car park on 31 January 2021.  

 

Fisheries officers patrolling Ricketts Point Sanctuary – call 13FISH  

You’ll remember I wrote to Fisheries in 2019 about increasing patrolling of the Sanctuary, the 

amount of poaching going on in the Sanctuary, and using modern equipment like drones to help in 

deterrence.   

At our Beach Patrol on 6 February 2021 we came across two Fisheries officers who were patrolling 

the area, and had quite a long talk with them.  They said Fisheries were looking further at our 

suggestion of using drones and cameras, and that they had had a big operation to catch Sanctuary 

poachers in the October/November period, when we typically get poachers coming into the 

Sanctuary to catch snapper. They issued 90 infringements in that period, using a variety of 

surveillance methods.   So it looks like our representations have started to pay off.  Brad Rowswell, 

the state Victorian MP for Sandringham, has also recently written to the Minister for the 

Environment incorporating our suggestions, so we’re hopeful that surveillance will continue to 

improve.   

A reminder – if you see poaching please phone 13FISH (24hours) and also take photos or video if you 

can.  The 13 FISH details are also on our website.  If you wish, you can also send photos on to me.    
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A wonderful pelican, on the iconic South Triangle  
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And it’s off  

 

Beach Patrol 3193  

Our MCRP Beach Patrols resumed in February, 2021, after nearly 12 months’ hiatus.  We had 24 

people turn out, on a beautiful mild day, and it was so good to see so many old friends turn up, with 

their buckets and gloves and litter pickers.  Sadly, despite Ricketts Point being declared a no-smoking 

area, cigarette butts and pieces of plastic continue to dominate our cleans.  We continue to find 

curios, like this abandoned scooter below. Make sure you’re on our Beach Patrol email list for 

further information about where we’ll hold our next monthly clean.  
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Speakers Evenings 

Because of uncertainty over Covid restrictions at the Seniors Centre, our 4 February 2021 seminar 

was held by Zoom.  It featured Shannon Hurley from VNPA speaking about Government processes 
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and decision-making on building an oil terminal in this sensitive Ramsar area, and was fascinating for 

our Zoom audience.   

We’ve decided to hold a mix of meetings – Zoom/Webinars and in-person talks (at the Beaumaris 

Seniors Centre) – so as to satisfy both people who can’t travel to our in-person events, and our 

desire to meet up in person with other members.  Our winter speaker events, in June and August, 

will be by Zoom, and we hope the October and December meetings will be in person at the Seniors 

Centre, to provide a mix that will satisfy all members.     

25 March 7.30pm – Special event – Seaweek Webinar – Dr Brian Von Herzen of the Climate 

Foundation – will speak on marine permaculture, and regenerating Tasmania's devastated east 

coast kelp forests. Click Here to Join on the night.   

 

15 April 7.30pm – in person at the Beaumaris Seniors Centre  - Our wonderful Rays &  Sharks, with 

Andrew Christie – also our AGM.  Details to follow.  

 

Protectors of Public Lands (PPL) Victoria  

MCRP is a member of the above group which seeks to preserve public lands in Victoria from the 
encroachment of development, for the good of the environment and for the health of our Victorian 
population.  You can also join as an individual member.  Their Facebook Link 
is: https://www.facebook.com/Protectors-of-Public-Lands-Victoria-826936314152364 

 

Want to save the planet and save money on your house? 
Read this interesting article on how to use CSIRO knowledge to retrofit your house to create more 

usable space and save on energy costs.  How to save money and electricity when renovating — 

CSIRO's top tips for your home - ABC News  

 

Hydrogen! 

Read Andrew (Twiggy) Forrest’s Boyer Lecture on how green hydrogen can transform energy and 

create a wonderful new green industry for Australia – providing both jobs and exports:  

www.aumanufacturing.com.au/i-choose-green-hydrogen-and-steel-by-andrew-forrest-his-boyer-

lecture-in-full 

 

 

 

 

 

Marine Care Ricketts Point acknowledges the Boon wurrung people as the Traditional Owners and 

custodians of the waters and lands around Ricketts Point.  We pay our respects to their Elders, past, present 

and emerging. 
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