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How Lucky Are We? 

 

 

 

 

Lyn Hall sent in this 

Morten Bay Bug image.  

From all accounts  it was 

a time of moulting.  

The editor   welcomes 

any such unusual     ob-

servations in the       

Sanctuary. 

More on page 2. 

This tranquil image was taken beside the 

BLSC during our March Meeting.  
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Oddities 

Page 2  

 

From Gen Thackray of Beaumaris. Glen found 

this live Morten Bay Bug on top of Table 

Rock, and alive! He carefully put it back in to 

the water. How it got up there we don't 

know…Table Rock is well above the water and 

even a storm surge is the unlikely cause of 

this wandering Bug being there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do mail the editor if you come across such 

unique events, as we are all interested. 

On the right we have a fairly rare Tosia 

magnifica. We all (?) know the biscuit star, 

Tosia australis, below, but this image from 

Susan Carden is special 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and also here,  a perhaps even rarer square 

Tosia. Note the many extra nodules that 

differentiate magnifica. 

Morten Bay bug reports continued for the first two weeks or so of April. They were also 

found  daytime at seaweed beach, opposite the Tea House and at night time, moulting at 

Jawbone sanctuary. Moulting seems likely as one person  found a shell of such  locally. 

Tosia magnifica  - Susan Carden 
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Nemm Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 1 BBQ Gayle doing what she does 

so very well indeed 

Another successful beach clean up. 

Ninety people , mostly 

from the Eastern side 

of the Bay,  attended a 

weekend conference 

held at Phillip Islands 

‘Nobbies’ by  DELWP’s 

Coastcare programme. 

It was a big motivator 

for all who made the 

trip. Don’t miss out 

next time! 

Part  of the Phillip Island event  crowd 

Above : Tea House  Reef at low tide May 17 

Each dot represents a Coastcare Group across Victoria 
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EclecticEclecticEclectic———   Bay Shellfish Regeneration ProjectBay Shellfish Regeneration ProjectBay Shellfish Regeneration Project   

(Oysters and Mussels)(Oysters and Mussels)(Oysters and Mussels)   

 

Oysters and mussels have been sadly depleted after years of over harvesting. Kim Wright  of 

MCRP is working with the VNPA (Vic National Parks Assn) and the TNC, (The Nature Conser-

vancy),  to see how we might set up a mussel spat collector system, so that such collections 

can then be relocated to needy sites, as such help re populate the Bay. See below some   

images of Kim and the team at work.  

Mark Norman, Kim  Wright and Bert Parker returning from 

their collection plate dive at Ricketts Point. 

Locally designed collector plates 

AJ, Kade Mills, Kim  

and Bert,  setting up the plates  

for species I             idents., and        

photographing 

On one plate, a close up of a collection  

of     Butterfly shells 

Kade Mills, who is directing this part of 

the overall project, tdoing some identifi-

cations. 

The BYC kindly rented us space to do the undercover work. One comment was that “we learned a lot 

but have a lot to learn”. 

Kim’s enthusiasm and design skills have been invaluable in us playing our part in this most valued 

Bay wide programme. 



Our  Sanctuary & Its Oddities 

Kim Wright advised us that our humble Toadfish has a Japanese counterpart that makes this 

wonderful design to woo females. (The toady is the small blob at 11 Oclock in the   image 

below). 

   

We don't know what ours do to win a mate, but they do bury themselves  in the sand oppo-

site the BYC. Perhaps next season we can keep a look out for such patterns albeit not 

exactly the same. 

A local Toadfish 

This an image of a rare spider 

known as an intertidal spider, but 

more correctly  described as     

Desis kenyonae. 

It seems that the more we look 

and identify species in our      

Sanctuary the more we find. 

Our  local sea urchin (Heliocidaris sp )      

playing peek a boo ?  [Image Kim Wright] 

And right, one of the footpath mosaics com-

missioned by Bob ten years ago. They are 

located on the foot path just south of the tea 

House 

 Image John Eicher 

Image Kim Wright 
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…. Next issue  likely August 2017 

EDITORS NOTE 

Even in the off seasons much happens in and about 

the sanctuary. Too much in fact, to include all in our 

newsletters. 

Our Citizen Science projects continue too, with a 

[hopefully grant funded]  12 month examination of 

life under the beach sand. (We will need about 15+ 

volunteers for a half day every quarter). 

Kim Wright is also extending his  microscopic work 

on the rate of cell division, of the many ‘sea eggs’ we 

find in the sanctuary. 

A interesting link re save the rays/. 

From Tim Forster, this link to  a fasci-

nating article on the emotions on life 
death and grief of stumpy tailed lizards    
    

Leather Jackets in Eastern Vic toria  are   
beginning to predate on the (exotic) 

Northern Pacific Sea Star which is good 

news. 

 
I am very pleased to advise that MESAC’s 
the two new "Urban Sanctuary" volumes are 

now on-line and free to download. 

They can be accessed at: http://

www.iubs.org/publi/otherpubli.html 
 
 

Those members who attended the mem-
bers’ speaker’s night in mid May heard a 

fascinating and lively talk by Brad Jessup on 

environmental law.  

Brad invited people to email him with    
comments about their experiences of       
advocacy in the area of environmental law, 

and for those who missed his email address 

it is bradjessup@unimelb.edu.au 

And here for those who missed it. The   

awesome surfing swans.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=zn5EQrcvlxk 

Ray Lewis accepts a fossilized Sperm Whale 

tooth from Murray Orr (the finder) while  

being watched on by Professor John        

Buckeridge. John is currently developing a 

public fossils interpretation programme for 

MESAC, which will be part of this coming 

Years Summer by the Sea events, run by 

Coastcare. 

 

The Leader 

gave the 

event full 

home page  

coverage 
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