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Bio Blitz on Tea House Reef

Image Dave Morley

We had 20 MCRP members and 4 new recruits attend the bioblitz on Saturday the 23rd
April. We had some moderate success with identifying 18 listed species (on our Parks Vic
sheet) and 6 unlisted. Socially the event got a 9! We learned a lot, had fun, and will make
the next blitz more user friendly. We hope to build a more locally focussed list with species
images, and latin and local names, and print off more for the attendees.
Events such as this build on Bob Whiteway’s early work, and provide valuable benchmarks as to reef life health and diversity over the years. We had fun, while doing good

Aboard the Pelican1
On Monday 14th March, 8 of us from MCRP were very lucky to have a day of citizen science
and ‘expeditioning’ aboard the Pelican. We all enjoyed the like minded company and the
opportunity to meet so many people with commitments in other marine sectors, ranging
from whales to sea grass. Our thanks to Mark Rodrigue of Parks Victoria, for a great day of
sea grass monitoring and exotic oyster removals.

The Pelican off French Island

Julienne left, doing
her best to help
eradicate the pest
Pacific Oyster
species from
Westernport Bay.

Waiting for a dive off the catama-

Here is what they look like.
And below, also from Susan
Carden, a short head worm eel
Eel.

Seagrass monitoring
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‘Nemm’ Notes. (The Bay’s True Aboriginal Name).
Now that Gould League have taken over the
routine needs of schools marine education, we
only pick up the education that comes from
direct request or out of the ordinary needs.

High School Reunion.

Highett High School Reunion.

In February we added an Aboriginal Heritage
session to our art show, and in March a
presentation to Joey Scouts, and another to a
high school reunion group of seniors. Ray, Joe
and Virginia handled these.

Joey Scouts event
Image Virginia Mosk

Above the end of the snorkelling season BBQ was well attended. Our
thanks to Gayle and Jinty for
organising this.
Image Dave Morley

Left At the end of her last Beach Patrol, Fran presented Beth with a
thankyou bunch of flowers.

As the reef was, on the day of the Bioblitz.
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Citizen Science
Not to be outdone by the recent gigantic sperm whale tooth discovery, Di Whaley countered with this wonderful find off the
Beaumaris foreshore!

A fossil find during the Bio
Blitz on Tea House Reef. .
Di Whaley had the good
fortune [and the eagle eye] to
find this fossil on a small rock.
It is with the experts now to
have the shell identified.
Below: These are so called
potato sponges. Foul smelling
and washed up Bayside on the
25th March, 10 days after
the major storm winds across
the Bay.

PS Lisa says it as an Eciomenia Sp. More in our

We have
collected and
frozen a sample
for Lisa Goudie
of Museum Vic
to identify, as
while we are
sure, we are not
certain, that this
is the same
species as the
USA sponge

Quotes from the USA. Residents along the U.S. east coast have been puzzled for days
by a foul-smelling reminder of Hurricane Irene that has floated to American shores. But
they can finally rest at ease. Mysterious gray blobs littering the coastline residents feared
were a health hazard are simply dying potato sponges, according to researchers - simple
invertebrates ripped from their habitats on the seafloor.
Demystified: This baseball-sized mass is a potato sponge that has been ripped from its
home in the seafloor, according to experts . Irene barrelled through the lower Chesapeake
Bay three weeks ago with sustained winds exceeding 70mph - littering the area with
mysterious baseball-sized masses.
Emmett Duffy, a professor at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science, told the Daily Press
the static water-filtering organisms do not present a health hazard.
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Eclectic
The inaugural 10 minute Merfest video was a
success.
We showed a well appreciated series of
interviews and ’best’ image examples taken
during 2015/16, by some of our increasingly
numbers of skilled underwater and coastal
photographers.
Sufficient interest it seems to justify Merfest
2017 at the end of the next diving season.

There is no end to the unexpected things
we find in the Sanctuary as we learn to
‘see’ better. This image on the right has
been extracted and blown up from a
short video from Kim Wright.
It shows that here in the Bay, we too
have so called cleaning stations so often
shown on TV shows from other places.
This Zebra fish patiently waited while a
pair of old wives did cleaning duties.
When he was done and swept away they
waited for the next customer.

Image Kim Wright

Tom Unkle from Fisheries gave us a
most valuable address on their
activities and the various rules,
regulations and relationships, that they
operate within.
We have had a series of valued
speakers at our 5 members meetings
each year, (we give the winter a
months a miss), and the editor
suggests that attending such meetings
provides a unique opportunity for us all
to get ‘up to speed’ on many important
matters to do with our self chosen
objectives as a marine care group.

Eclectic (2)
Kim Wright and Ray Lewis
attended a Geelong event
to help the Nature Conservancy establish a Baywide
support group for its task of
restoring the Port Phillip
shellfish.

Kim Wright presenting his findings to the TNC group in Geelong

MCRP, through Kim, has
already been a contributor to
the project with his work on
testing various mussel spat
catchment plate designs.

Melbourne’s Prehistoric Answer to Moby Dick—the Largest Tooth Ever Found
in Australia—Unveiled at Melbourne Museum Today! Melbourne Fossil Find
Reveals Giant Killer Sperm Whales Stalked Australia’s Ancient Seas
Long walks on the beach will never be quite the same for local Melbourne man Murray Orr. The keeneyed fossil enthusiast has collected the largest tooth ever found in Australia at Beaumaris Bay, a renowned fossil site in Melbourne’s south east

This extraordinary find by Murray further
supports the efforts of many people who
are seeking to have the area declared a
national heritage site.
The tooth is the only one ever found around
Australia, and is about 3 000 000 years old!
Interesting fossils abound all along our
Beaumaris Beach shores, as tper Di
Whaleys find [on page 4], will attest.

This is just the beginning. There will be much more to come re our local fossil heritage
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EDITORS NOTE
Recently someone said to me, that we “don't do much
as an organisation. Just snorkel and pick up rubbish”.
If these last two months, as featured in this issue,
are any indication, it seems to me that we are
actually setting a cracking pace, rather than lagging
other similar volunteer groups.
That said, around 1/3 of our membership of 250+,
while valued, are rarely seen.

Find out more about MCRP.
You r b u sin ess t ag lin h ere .

Go to our website .
www.marinecare.org.au

It should be noted that we see our social activity and
mutual interest and support, to be as important as
our mainstream sanctuary guardianship and
educational roles.

Plesiastrea versipora. What then of this
When you are seeking an identification
grand array [with visiting nudibranch],
for marine or foreshore life, you can do no
better than to email the Museum, who run a found by Peter Dedrick on Anzac Day, off
the South Signal Reef!
public identification support service.
discoverycentre@museum.vic.gov.au

We are since told they are all the same
species, but one might hope that ‘they’ are
Corals. Most of us assumed we had none in wrong … and that we might have a sub
Port Phillip other than the Small Knob Coral, species or two.

Image Peter Dedrick April 2016

…. Next issue likely July 2016

